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Marian L. Farrell, Ph.D.
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Mark R. Murphy, BSEE
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P�ogra�
Processional: Sine Nomine. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ralph Vaughan Williams (arr. Reed)  

T� � � � � � � � � � �  � �  � � �  V� � � �

Karla J. Sha�er, Outgoing Student Go�ernment President

Maria Stephen, Outgoing Student Go�ernment Vice President

Maria Stephen, Incoming Student Go�ernment President

Amanda E. Campbell, Incoming Student Go�ernment Vice President

Welcome . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Michelle Maldonado, Ph.D., Pro�ost & Senior Vice President for Academic A�airs

Invocation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L., H’14, Bishop of Scranton

�e Star Spangled Banner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . arr. Vaclav Nelhybel, H’85

Remarks for the Class of 2024. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .John A. Nelson, Class Speaker

Greetings from the Alumni Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Paul DiPietrantonio ’97, Alumni Society President

C � � � � � � � � �  � �  � � �  H � � � � � � �  D � � � � � �

Sister Mary Persico, IHM, Ed.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Doctor of Humane Letters

Joseph M. Vaszily ’95. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Doctor of Humane Letters

Shabana Basij-Rasikh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Doctor of Humane Letters

C � � � � � � � � � � �  S � � � � � �  

Address to the Graduates. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Shabana Basij-Rasikh 
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S���r Ma�y P��ic�, IHM, Ed.D. 
Deep and abiding faith. A commitment to serving others. A love of education. These are the North Stars 

guiding the life and ministry of Sister Mary Persico, IHM.  

From an early age, Sister Mary saw the transformative power of education through the lens of her parents, 

both of whom were teachers. Inspired by their work, Sister Mary followed in their footsteps, entering Marywood 

College, now University, to study French and education. During that time, she discovered a calling to religious 

life with the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. She continued her studies in French and 
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Jose�� M. V�szil ’95 
From Wall Street to the hardwoods, Joseph Vaszily has navigated success with focus, finesse and skill. 

With an aptitude for finance and accounting, Joseph landed a job with one of the Big Four accounting 

firms, Cooper & Lybrand, immediately after earning a Bachelor of Science degree in Accounting from 

Scranton. Sought after for his talent, he went on to serve in various leadership roles at JP Morgan and then 

Goldman Sachs, where he was Vice President of the Fixed Income Sales/Trading Group.

For many of the 16 years he worked in finance, Joseph juggled officiating jobs around a full-time career 

on Wall Street. Like his career in finance, Joseph quickly became noticed for his skill as a basketball referee. 

He progressed to officiating high school basketball, then college, starting in Division III and working his 

way up. He ultimately left his career on Wall Street to focus on what was once a second job. Since then, he’s 

been a referee at ten Final Four games, including the 2018 and 2024 National Championships.

Ever a loyal Royal, Joseph gives back to his alma mater where the foundations of his career were laid. 

He’s been a royal recruiter for Admissions, a member of his reunion committee, and a member of the 

Alumni Board of Governors. As a member of the President’s Business Council, he served as co-chair for the 

2012 PBC dinner. Joseph’s service to the University’s Board of Trustees includes one year as Board Chair. 

Ever willing to share his knowledge, he returns often to campus to speak to finance and business students.

Whether refereeing a championship basketball game or directing complex financial matters, Joseph is 

guided by an unwavering faith in God and a commitment to serve others. He holds Board leadership 

positions with the Kay Yow Cancer Fund and Monsignor Farrell Vir Fidelis Fund, and is a former Trustee of 

the New Jersey Scholarship Fund for Inner-City Students.  In 2023, he quite literally put his faith in action 

during a pilgrimage where he walked 80 miles of the famed Camino de Santiago.

Today we honor Joseph for his goodness and the true gift of the magis in all that he does. Therefore, 

we, the president and trustees of The University of Scranton, in solemn convocation assembled and in 

accord with our chartered authority, declare 

Jose�� M. V�szil ’95
D O C T O R  O F  H U M A N E  L ET T E R S ,  H O N O R I S  C AU S A

that he may enjoy all the rights and privileges of this, our highest honor, we have issued these letters 

patent under our hand and the corporate seal of the University on this nineteenth day of May, in the 

year of our Lord two thousand twenty-four.
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Com�encemen� Ma�ha
	
Gretchen J. Van Dyke, Ph.D., Grand Marshal

John Deak, Ph.D., Marshal of the Graduates

Marian L. Farrell, Ph.D., Marshal of the Graduates

Michael W. Fennie, Ph.D., Marshal of the Graduates

Vanessa A. Jensen, Ed.D., Marshal of the Graduates

Nicholas B. Sizemore, Ph.D., Marshal of the Graduates

 Hon. Kevin J. Blaum ’74, Marshal of the Alumni

Teresa A. Grettano, Ph.D., Marshal of the Faculty

Mary Elizabeth Moylan, M.L.S., Marshal of the Medalist

Mark R. Murphy, BSEE, Marshal of the Corporation

Gabrielle Marie Andiario, Banner Bearer

Matthew J. Du�y, Banner Bearer


omas Norbert Elias, Banner Bearer

Luke A. Glidewell, Banner Bearer

Aidan 
omas Guarnuccio, Banner Bearer

Brianna M. Kerrane, Banner Bearer

Sara Colleen Kuntz, Banner Bearer

Diana Putri Lozinger, Banner Bearer

John A. Nelson, Banner Bearer

Hannah Grace Phelan, Banner Bearer

Wilmarr J. Saint Surin, Banner Bearer

John J. Sheehan, Banner Bearer

Kathleen Ann Till, Banner Bearer

Kaleigh Eireann Timmons, Banner Bearer

Shelby A. Traver, Banner Bearer
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P�� D�� �� Unive�itate Awa�d	
�e Order Pro Deo et Universitate, formally created and established in June, 1961, honors those members of the faculty, 

administration and sta� who have faithfully and devotedly served �e University of Scranton for twenty years. �e awards were 

recently conferred by the President in a special ceremony as the 26 new members joined the 557 living members of the Order. 

Expressing the University’s happiness and gratitude for their �delity, we extol before the University community the following,

2 0 2 4  G � �   M �  � � � � � �  R � � � � � � � � �

Patrick J. Cooper
 Service: 2004-2024
 Dorm Maintenance Supervisor
 On Campus Housing 

Patrick R. Donohue
 Service: 2004-2024
 Assistant VP for Budget 

 & Finance Planning
 Treasurer

Noelle R. Drozdick
 Service: 2004-2024
 Administrative Assistant – 

 International Service & Programs
 �e O�ce of Global Education

Jennifer K. Galas
 Service: 2004-2024
 Systems Developer & Coordinator
 Library

Sonya Gesheva
 Service: 2004-2024
 Custodian
 On Campus Housing

Margery F. Gleason
 Service: 2004-2024
 Director, Alumni Engagement
 Alumni & Parent Engagement

Lucia A. Grissinger
 Service: 2004-2024
 Assistant Registrar, Academic Programs
  and Credit Awards 
 O�ce of the Registrar

Vanessa A. Jensen
 Service: 2004-2024
 Faculty
 Counseling/Human Services


omas J. Klein 
 Service: 2004-2024
 Custodian
 Redington Hall

Kristi J. Klien
 Service: 2004-2024
 Coordinator, PCPS Academic A�airs
 PCPS

Joseph E. Kraus
 Service: 2004-2024
 Faculty
 English & �eatre

Carol Maculloch
 Service: 2004-2024
 Director of Leadership Gi�s
 Development

Frani Mancuso
 Service: 2004-2024
 Assistant VP for Annual Giving 

 & Engagement
 Conferences & Event Services

Dawn M. Mazurik
 Service: 2004-2024
 Faculty Secretary
 Nursing

Elizabeth M. Moore
 Service: 2004-2024
 Jesuit Community Services
 Jesuit Community

Jerry R. Muir
 Service: 2004-2024
 Faculty
 Math

Stacey A. Muir
 Service: 2004-2024
 Faculty
 Math

Declan Mulhall
 Service: 2004-2024
 Faculty
 Physics/EE

Herbert W. Ramsey
 Service: 2004-2024
 Recruiting Operations O�cer
 ROTC

Maria E. Rooney
 Service: 2004-2024
 Assistant Controller, Accounting 
 Aramark

Paula Semenza
 Service: 2004-2024
 O�ce Manager 
 O�ce of Student Support and Success
 
Patrick A. Sha�er
 Service: 2004-2024
 Sergeant
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Hono� P�ogra� D�gre� Can�idate	
Madeline T. Byrne
 magna cum laude
 B.S., Health Administration

Michael Antonio Castellino
 magna cum laude
 B.S., Business Analytics

Christian A. Diana
 magna cum laude
 B.S., Biology

Victoria N. Dowling
 summa cum laude
 B.S., Neuroscience

Christian Gjonaj 
 magna cum laude
 B.S., Neuroscience

Alexandra P. Karpiak
 B.S., Neuroscience


omas C. Kennedy
 summa cum laude
 B.A., History

Elise Stephanie Koegler
 magna cum laude
 B.S., Psychology

Sara Colleen Kuntz
 cum laude
 B.S., Kinesiology

Olivia Shai Manarchuck
 magna cum laude
 B.S., Neuroscience

Brett Kellen McCartney 
 Business Leadership Honors Program
 summa cum laude
 B.S., Accounting
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S�cia� Jesuit Li•ra� Art	 Hono� 
P�ogra� D�gre� Can�idate	

Bethany R. Belkowski
 summa cum laude
 B.A., English/Public Policy 

 and Service

John P. Cardiges 
 B.A., Philosophy

Catriona Corbett
 summa cum laude
 B.A., English/Philosophy

Zachary Lucas Danchak
 cum laude
 B.S., Computer Science/Philosophy

Matthew K. Dittmar
 B.S., Electrical Engineering

Caitlin Julia Doughton
 summa cum laude
 B.S., Biology/Philosophy

Matthew J. Du�y
 Business Honors Program
 summa cum laude 
 B.S., Business Analytics/Philosophy


omas Norbert Elias
 summa cum laude
 B.A., Philosophy/�eology
  and Religious Studies

Eva Lynn Fine   
summa cum laude

 B.S., Biology/Philosophy

Michael P. Fox
 B.A., History/Philosophy

Julia Gardocki
 B.A., English/Philosophy

Christian Paul Joseph Gillich
 B.S., Chemistry Business/Philosophy

Conor Michael Kellough 
 cum laude
 B.S., Physics

Leanne Marie Kelly
 summa cum laude
 B.S., Biochemistry, Cell and   

 Molecular Biology/Philosophy

Stephanie Carvalho Lehner
 summa cum laude
 B.S., Biology/Philosophy

Chelsea T. Long
 magna cum laude
 B.S., Kinesiology/Philosophy

Diana Putri Lozinger
 summa cum laude
 B.S., Counseling and Human   

 Services/Philosophy/�eology 
 and Religious Studies

Ariana L. Marseglia
 cum laude
 B.A., Philosophy

Matthew M. Moreira
 summa cum laude
 B.A., Philosophy/Business   

 Administration

John A. Nelson
 summa cum laude 
 B.S., Computer Engineering/  

 Philosophy

Gabriella Gianna Petti
 magna cum laude
 B.A., Communication/Philosophy

Audrey E. Phillips
 magna cum laude
 B.S., Criminal Justice/Philosophy

Jamie M. Santiago Gonzalez
 cum laude
 B.A., International Language          
     Business-French Concentration/  
      Philosophy

Megan J. Schurra
 summa cum laude
 B.S., Political Science/Philosophy

Owen J. Stanczak
 summa cum laude
 B.S., Psychology/Philosophy

Kathleen Ann Till
 magna cum laude
 B.S., Neuroscience/Philosophy

Jaclyn Elise Tirado
 cum laude
 B.S., Neuroscience/Philosophy

Shelby A. Traver 
 summa cum laude
 ]TJ
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/T1_1 1 Tf
10.5 0 0 10.5 407.0399 385.08 >>BDC 
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/T1 10.5 407.0399 361.0276 Tm
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�e F�an� P. Co�ci�n� B•sine� Hono�  
P�ogra� D�gre� Can�idate	

Nina J. Figetakis 
 summa cum laude
 B.S., Accounting

Todd Fisher Monahan
 summa cum laude
 B.S., Finance

Geo�rey Samuel Pizzuto
 summa cum laude
 B.S., Business Administration

Gabri4760.851her Monahan
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P�nus•  Coeg• €‚ P�oƒ��i�na� S„u…e	 D�gre� Can�idate	
B�� � � � � �  � �  S � � � � � � ,  � � � � � � � � 

P�nus•  Coeg• €‚ P�oƒ��i�na� S„u…e	 D�gre� Can�idate	
B�� � � � � �  � �  S � � � � � � ,  � � � � � � � � 

Kyle C. Muirhead 
Kinesiology

Claire Mulholland 
summa cum laude 
Kinesiology

Margaret Rosemary Murray 
magna cum laude 
Occupational Therapy

Joshua J. Muth 
summa cum laude 
Kinesiology

Caroline Anne Napolitano 
Kinesiology

Leah Elizabeth O'Brien 
cum laude 
Occupational Therapy

Nora G. O'Connell 
cum laude 
Communication Sciences 
    and Disorders

Kalina Marie Olson 
magna cum laude 
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P�nus•  Coeg• €‚ P�oƒ��i�na� S„u…e	 D�gre� Can�idate	
B�� � � � � �  � �  S � � � � � �  � �  N � � � � � � ,  � � � � � � � � 

Abbey B. Knight 
magna cum laude 
Nursing

Serena K. Kuehl 
Nursing

Emma Riese Lehnert 
Nursing

Jenna Lynn Leonhardt 
Nursing

Ashley Noel Livezey 
summa cum laude 
Nursing

Joseph X. Lynch 
cum laude 
Nursing

Erika L. Mack 
cum laude 
Nursing

Kalindi B. Maggs 
magna cum laude 
Nursing

Corinna Lynn Marinello 
cum laude 
Nursing

Elizabeth M. Matthews 
cum laude 
Nursing

Taylor M. Maxson 
summa cum laude 
Nursing

Kaitlyn P. McGarry 
Nursing

Sarah Ellen McGovern 
magna cum laude 
Nursing

Aisling D. McGrath 
summa cum laude 
Nursing

Ellen Mary Meegan 
Nursing

Shannon M. Meisel 
Nursing

Bailey Frances Mullen 
cum laude 
Nursing

Kaylee Shea Murphy 
Nursing

Patricia M. Murtagh 
cum laude 
Nursing

Kathryn Elizabeth Nealon 
Nursing

Olivia C. Neilan 
cum laude 
Nursing

Aidan E. Noble 
cum laude 
Nursing

Kaitlin M. O'Farrell 
Nursing

Brigid Farrell O'Reilly 
Nursing

Allison N. Palmer 
Nursing

Halle J. Pannkuk  
Nursing

Emily Marilyn Pegley 
magna cum laude 
Nursing

Lauren Devin Perry 
Nursing

Fiona M. Peterson 
Nursing

Kathryn M. Purcell  
cum laude 
Nursing

Ella Riley Rokke 
Nursing

Chloe Francine Rubito 
summa cum laude 
Nursing

Kathleen G. Ryan 
Nursing

Cailyn Elizabeth Smith 
magna cum laude 
Nursing

Kylie S. Smith 
magna cum laude 
Nursing

Madeline R. Sorbanelli 
cum laude 
Nursing

Kayleigh M. Stalter 
magna cum laude 
Nursing

Perpetua Tess Stanton 
Nursing

Sarah E. Stepnowski 
Nursing

Bryanna Teresa Thomas 
Nursing

Jessica Ann Tierney 
Nursing

Madison K. Tratthen 
Nursing

Olivia A. Tullman 
Nursing

Gabriella Michelle Velona 
Nursing

Chyenne Nilaja Ward 
Nursing

Charli Jessica Wiacek 
Nursing

Kaitlyn Ann Zink 
cum laude 
Nursing
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Kani† S‡hˆl €‚ Managemen� D�gre� Can�idate	
B�� � � � � �  � �  S � � � � � �

Riley 	uinn Adams 
cum laude 
Business Administration

Timothy P. Ahern 
Management

John Robert Alnor 
Business Administration

Daved Alvarenga 
Marketing

Corey J. Anderson 
magna cum laude 
Accounting

Elizabeth Anzures 
Accounting

Bethann M. Baldyga 
magna cum laude 
Accounting

Casey J. Ballou 
cum laude 
Accounting

Michael Patrick Battaglino 
Business Administration

Morgan Dorothy Beaudoin 
Accounting

Kyle M. Bennett 
magna cum laude 
Finance

Catherine Patricia Bertrand 
Entrepreneurship

David M. Bluvol, Jr. 
Management

Aidan Bohn
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Kani† S‡hˆl €‚ Managemen� D�gre� Can�idate	
B�� � � � � �  � �  S � � � � � � ,  � � � � � � � � 

John J. Flannigan 
cum laude 
Accounting

Alyssa M. Fontana 
summa cum laude 
Operations Management/ 
    Business Analytics

Gerald George Gensiejewski III 
Accounting

Angelina T. Giannakopoulos 
Management

Scott R. Graffam 
Finance

Dominic R. Gubitosi 
Finance

Laura Suzanne Haaland 
Business Administration

Hunter Harley Hackling 
magna cum laude 
Management

Samuel Joseph Hannah 
summa cum laude 
Accounting

Samuel R. Hartman

Hua2]TJ
d T. C 
/P <</L5 (afean)44an
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Kani† S‡hˆl €‚ Managemen� D�gre� Can�idate	
B�� � � � � �  � �  S � � � � � � ,  � � � � � � � � 

Andrea Alexandra Navarro 
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Nicholas D. Addamo 
Business Communication

Maille R. Allardyce 
magna cum laude 
English/Philosophy

Dominic F. Angeloni 
summa cum laude 
Journalism and Electronic Media

Holly N. Arace 
English

Scott A. Avellino 
History

Dimitri A. Bartels-Bray 
magna cum laude 
English/Political Science

Keenan M. Beveridge 
Theatre

Shannon N. Bunn 
magna cum laude 
Social Media Strategies

Claudia Campo Mirabent 
summa cum laude 
Advertising/Public Relations

Isabella V. Chungata 
Social Media Strategies

Diego Collado-Ramirez 
Journalism and Electronic Media

Ethan John Connors 
summa cum laude 
Advertising/Public Relations/ 
    Social Media Strategies

Robert B. Correas-Rivera 
Journalism and Electronic Media

Julia Cunha 
magna cum laude 
Advertising/Public Relations/ 
    Social Media Strategies

Ashlee N. Dalrymple 
Social Media Strategies

Alexandria G. Dato 
magna cum laude 
Communication

Josiah A. David 
Advertising/Public Relations

Courtney A. Delehanty 
Advertising/Public Relations

Bradley C. DePetro 
Business Communication

Nicolette C. DeVito 
Social Media Strategies/Advertising/       
    Public Relations

Daniel Diaz 
International Language Business- 
    Spanish Concentration

Samantha Rose Durante  
Journalism and Electronic Media

Kieran J. Egan  
Journalism and Electronic Media

Bryson Scott Eldridge 
magna cum laude 
Journalism and Electronic Media

Emma Olivia Graff 
summa cum laude 
Advertising/Public Relations

Matthew Martin Gregorowicz 
History

Lydia Faye Grossman 
English/Journalism and  
    Electronic Media

Tara J. Guilfoyle 
Social Media Strategies

Brennan F. Hector 
Business Communicrategies
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Thomas J. Plunkett 
Communication

Francesca Ragusa 
cum laude 
Advertising/Public Relations

Erin R. Reich 
Social Media Strategies

Nicholas A. Reposa 
Advertising/Public Relations

David John Riabov 
Business Communication

Meaghan E. Rising 
Journalism and Electronic Media

Alison Samudio 
summa cum laude 
History

Grace S. Shaner 
Communication/Advertising/ 
    Public Relations

Annemarie Elizabeth Abbott 
summa cum laude 
Criminal Justice

Gabriel Edmund Abood 
magna cum laude 
Secondary Education/Citizenship 
    and History/History

Madeleine Elisabeth Abood 
summa cum laude 
Early and Primary Teacher Education

Harley Q. Ackerman 
Biology

Mohammed H. Almoah 
Neuroscience

Chirayu Amin 
Cybercrime and Homeland Security

Seth N. Anderson 
Computer Science

Milton Andrade Andino 
Engineering Management

Zachery J. Andrews 
summa cum laude 
Biology

Tyler C. Angst 
Criminal Justice

Michael Joseph Simone 
cum laude 
History

Ryan V. Sophabmixay 
magna cum laude 
Business Communication

Ian R. Todd 
Business Communication

Jordan C. Truex 
History

Mollie M. Veres 
magna cum laude 
Communication

Gina M. Wesler 
cum laude 
Advertising/Public Relations

Grace Elizabeth Whittam 
magna cum laude 
Advertising/Public Relations/       
      Journalism and Electronic Media

Stephanie Lauren Atzingen 
magna cum laude 
Biology

Johana Betsy Audelo-Riaño 
Political Science

Anthony L. Baez 
Liberal Studies

Kaitlyn Marie Bailey 
Liberal Studies

Brendan K. Bakunas 
Biology

Giavanna Maya Baquerizo 
Physiology

Mia Elena Barahona 
cum laude 
Early and Primary Teacher Education

Abby Leigh Bednarski 
magna cum laude 
Environmental Science/Philosophy

Emma Bethany Blennau 
summa cum laude 
Early and Primary Teacher Education

Augustine D. Brapoh, Jr. 
Electrical Engineering

Sara C. Williams 
Communication

Gillian S. Williams-Mayers 
Theatre

Nadia Wohlgemuth 
6.9 (iam)11 (s-)9 (M)21 (a)10 (y)4 (e)14 (r)-4 (s)]TJ
ET
EMC 
/P <</Lang 4.6c 0 749 >>BDC







24

Coeg• €‚ Art	 �n‰ S‡ience	 D�gre� Can�idate	
B�� � � � � �  � �  S � � � � � � ,  � � � � � � � � 

Thomas B. Melody 
Computer Science

Anna J. Merkel 
magna cum laude 
Forensic Chemistry

Zuleima I. Mero 
cum laude 
Biology

Peter William Micara 
Cybercrime and Homeland Security

Robert J. Miles 
Cybercrime and Homeland Security

Stephen Salvatore Milillo 
summa cum laude 
Physiology

Shervin Mokhtari 
Neuroscience

Zachary Scott Morrison 
magna cum laude 
Biology

Owen M. Mueller 
Criminal Justice/Cybercrime 
    and Homeland Security

Andrew T. Mulhare 
Biochemistry

Madison Elizabeth Mullen 
Biology

Benjamin A. Mumma 
summa cum laude 
Political Science

Mollie A. Murphy 
cum laude 
Secondary Education/ 
    Spanish Hispanic Studies

Grace E. Murray  
magna cum laude 
Cybercrime and Homeland Security

Kayla Eleen Murray 
Forensic Chemistry

Jace R. Nelson 
Criminal Justice

Shanice Ananda Nelson 
Psychology

Sierra Maria Mendes Novabilski 
cum laude 
Biology

Marina N. Nunziato 
Early and Primary Teacher Education
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Awa�d	 �• Še Coeg• €‚ Art	 �n‰ S‡ience	
Excellence in Biochemistry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dominick J. Spera  

Excellence in Biochemistry, Cell and Molecular Biology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tabitha R. Berger   

Excellence in Biology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Caitlin Julia Doughton   

Excellence in Biomathematics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Andrew Edward Gordos    

Excellence in Chemistry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .James M. Lanning      

Excellence in Chemistry Business . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Christian Paul Joseph Gillich    

Excellence in Forensic Chemistry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anna J. Merkel   

Prof. Bernard J. McGurl Award for Excellence in Communication . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mollie M. Veres 

Excellence in Computer Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Charles John Seitz, Jr.   

Excellence in Criminal Justice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ruth Ann Deliman 

Excellence in Cybercrime and Homeland Security. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Grace E. Murray

Excellence in Economics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Angelo J. Sacco    
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Awa�d	 �• Še Kani† S‡hˆl €‚ Managemen�
Excellence in Accounting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sarah G. Boyle

Excellence in Business Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Vanessa Suzanne Moylan 

Excellence in Business Analytics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Histo�y – „he Unive�ity
�e University of Scranton was founded as Saint 

�omas College by Most Reverend William G. O’Hara, 
the �rst Bishop of Scranton, who had always hoped to 
provide an opportunity for higher education in the 
Lackawanna Valley. In August of 1888, with few 
resources at hand, he blessed a single block of granite as 
a cornerstone for his new college, which would admit its 
�rst students four years later. (�e cornerstone of Old 
Main is preserved in the wall of St. �omas Hall located 
at the corner of Linden Street and Monroe Avenue.) 

�e college was sta�ed by diocesan priests and 
seminarians until 1896 and then, for one year, by the 
Xaverian Brothers. From 1897 until 1942 the school, 
which was renamed �e University of Scranton in 1938, 
was administered for the Diocese by the Christian 
Brothers. In the late summer of 1942, at the invitation of 
Bishop William Hafey, 19 Jesuits, including the 
University’s �rst Jesuit President, Rev. Coleman Nevils, 
S.J., arrived on campus to administer the University. 

�e Jesuits restructured and strengthened Scranton’s 
traditional and pre-professional programs with an 
emphasis on the liberal arts, which are the foundation for 
every program at a Jesuit university. �is emphasis is 
intended to give students an appreciation for all 
disciplines as they develop speci�c subject knowledge. 
�e University has �ourished as a Catholic and Jesuit 
institution, growing from what was primarily a 
commuter college with fewer than 1,000 students to a 
broadly regional, comprehensive university with a total 
enrollment of approximately 4,825 students in 
undergraduate, graduate and non-traditional programs. 

As we move forward, �e University of Scranton 
embraces �ve bold, transformational strategic 
goals. Grounded in our mission, this Strategic Plan 2020, 
“Our Core, Our Community, Our Commitments,” 
guides our University community as we navigate 
changes, challenges, and opportunities today, though 
we believe its impact will be felt well beyond. 

In September 2021, Rev. Joseph G. Marina, S.J., was 
inaugurated as the University’s 29th president. During 
his tenure, the University has continued its commitment 
to enriching the quality and variety of its academic 
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�e Hera
di� B�n‘e�

�(���e banner adorned with the seal of the 
Society of Jesus (IHS, surmounted with a 
cross above three nails and surrounded with a 
halo of rays) announces that �e University of 
Scranton is a Jesuit university.

�(���e banner adorned with the seal of the 
family of Saint Ignatius Loyola (a golden pot 
suspended between two wolves) bears witness 
to the fact that the University’s educational 
philosophy is derived from the thought of 
Saint Ignatius (1491-1556), the founder of 
the Society of Jesus.

�(���e banner adorned with the seal of the 
Diocese of Scranton (a star rising between 
two crossed keys) recalls and celebrates the 
fact that the University was founded by the 
Most Reverend William O’Hara, D.D., the 
�rst Bishop of Scranton.

�(���e banner adorned with the seal of the 
Brothers of the Christian Schools (the �ve-
pointed star) honors the Christian Brothers’ 
half century of devoted service to the students 
of Saint �omas College and �e University 
of Scranton.

�(���e banner adorned with a device drawn from 
the seal of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
(the stack of wheat) both identi�es the 
University’s location and proclaims its special 
mission to the citizens of Pennsylvania.

�(���e banner adorned with the iconic symbol of 
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